DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


BUREAU OF SANITATION 
BOARD REPORT NO. 1 
February 26, 2016 


CD: ALL 


AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE CITY 
OF CARSON AND THE CITY OF LAWNDALE REGARDING THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ENHANCED WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAM AND A COORDINATED INTEGRATED MONITORING PROGRAM 
REQUIRED BY THE NEW NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION 
SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT FOR THE MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER 
SYSTEM 


1. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Approve and forward this report with transmittals to the Mayor and the City Council, 
requesting approval of proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
City of Los Angeles and the City of Carson and the City of Lawndale for administering 
the development of Enhanced Watershed Management Program and Coordinated 
Integrated Monitoring Program as required by the new NPDES Permit for the Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System. 


Request the Mayor and the City Council to authorize the President or two members of 
the Board of Public Works to execute the MOU as stated in Recommendation #1. 


Notify the Bureau of Sanitation, Watershed Protection Division [Alfredo Magallanes, 
(213) 485-3958] when the MOU is ready to be executed by your Board, whereupon four 
(4) original documents of the MOU will be delivered to the Secretary of the Board for 
execution. 


Upon execution, request the City Clerk to attest and certify the original copies of the 
MOU. The City Clerk and the Board of Public Works each are to retain an original copy 
of each MOU, and the remaining original copies are to be returned to the Bureau of 
sanitation, Watershed Protection Division [contact Alfredo Magallanes, for pick up at 
(213) 485-3958]. 


FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 


There will be no impact on the General Fund. 
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TRANSMITTALS 
1. Copy of MOU between the City of Los Angeles and the City of Carson and the City of 
Lawndale 
opy of executed MOU wit agencies in the Dominguez Channel Watershed 


Management Area 
DISCUSSION 


Background 


The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
Permit (NPDES MS4 Permit) Order No. R4-2012-0175 establishes the waste discharge 
requirements for stormwater and non-stormwater discharges within the watersheds of Los 
Angeles County. This NPDES MS4 Permit was adopted by the California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (Regional Board), on November 8, 2012, and 
became effective on December 28, 2012. The permittees are the City of Los Angeles (City), the 
County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Flood Control District, and 83 other cities within the 
County of Los Angeles. The current NPDES MS4 Permit is the last of four consecutive permits 
(issued in 1990, 1996, 2001, and 2012) and contains the most stringent provisions to date as it 
establishes numeric water quality limits for receiving waters in Los Angeles County and effluent 
limitations for discharges of stormwater and urban runoff from the MS4. The new NPDES MS4 
Permit includes increased permittee responsibilities for inspections, land development, and 
monitoring, and it requires that permittees comply with all Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
water quality regulations. To date, the City is subject to 22 TMDLs that address multiple water 
quality impairments in the Los Angeles River, Ballona Creek, the Santa Monica Bay shoreline, 
Dominguez Channel and several lakes within the City. 


The NPDES MS4 Permit includes provisions for the development and implementation of 
Enhanced Watershed Management Program (EWMP) that allow permittees to customize their 
stormwater programs to achieve compliance with permit requirements, including the TMDL 
water quality regulations and other Clean Water Act mandates. The development of an EWMP 
encompasses the prioritization of water-quality issues, the identification of implementation 
strategies, control measures, and Best Management Practices (BMPs) to meet water quality 
standards and other MS4 permit requirements, integrated water quality monitoring, and a 
process for stakeholder input. 


The EWMPs also allow MS4 permittees to address water quality issues more effectively through 
interagency collaboration on a watershed-wide basis. The City is located in four major 
watersheds: the Santa Monica Bay, Los Angeles River, Ballona Creek, and the Dominguez 
Channel watersheds. Since the adoption of the new NPDES MS4 Permit, the City has 
conducted negotiations with other MS4 permittees in the City's four watersheds for collaborative 
approaches to the development of the EWMPs. 
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Accordingly, four Watershed Management Groups (WMGs) have been established, consisting 
of the City, the County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County Flood Control District and many of 
the municipalities that are located within the City’s four watersheds. As the largest municipality 
and lead agency in each WMG, the City has retained the services of a consultant team from the 
Pre-Qualified On-Call Wastewater, Stormwater, and Solid Resources Consultant List to 
coordinate the development of the EWMPs on behalf of itself and on behalf of the MS4 
permittees that have elected to collaborate with the City. 


Purpose of the MOU 


The purpose of this MOU is to acknowledge that the City of Carson and the City of Lawndale 
has joined the Dominguez Channel Watershed Management Area EWMP group. This is 
necessary due to the fact that the City of Carson and the City of Lawndale had not requested 
inclusion in the group when the original MOU for the group was signed in late 2013 (Transmittal 
No. 2). The attached MOU (Transmittal No. 1) between the City of Los Angeles and City of 
Carson and the City of Lawndale is to record: 1. that the City of Carson and the City of 
Lawndale have voluntary joined the Dominguez Channel Watershed Management Area EWMP 
group; 2. to record that the City of Carson and the City of Lawndale have agreed that the City of 
Los Angeles be the administrator in developing the CIMP and EWMP and; 3. The City of Carson 
and the City of Lawndale have agreed to reimburse the Dominguez Channel Watershed 
Management Area EWMP group for expenditures for work that has to be redone now that they 
have joined the Group (details provided in attached MOU). 


The City of Carson and the City of Lawndale will pay the City of Los Angeles the total amount of 
$85,000 for expenditures accrued prior to them joining the Dominguez Channel Watershed 
Management Area Group (Group). The City of Los Angeles will then disburse proportionally 
the $85,000 to the existing Group members based on their jurisdictional land area within the 
Group or credit the amount to the Group’s share in their annual cost for implementing the 
Dominguez Channel Watershed Management Area Coordinated Integrated Monitoring Program 
addressed by a separate MOU. See Table 1 below for disbursement amounts. 





Table 1. Dominguez Channel Watershed Management Area EXISTING Group 


Mey | “Gacres) | tromeroup (| amount (6 

1,227.70 
Los Angeles Flood Control District 
TOTAL O O o | 3764024] 100 | 85,000.00 
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Moreover, the MOU has stipulated the responsibilities of the agencies. For the Dominguez 
Channel Watershed Management Area EWMP, the City will coordinate plan development, 
administer the consultant contracts, and submit the EVMP planning documents to the 
LARWQCB. All participating agencies including the City of Carson and the City of Lawndale 
have agreed that the City will retain the services of a technical consultant for developing the 
EWMP and a Coordinated Integrated Monitoring Program (CIMP), and the City of Carson and 
the City of Lawndale have agreed to pay the consultant directly for their proportional share of 
the cost. Cost sharing is based on the land area of each participating agency as percentage of 
the total watershed area. 


The MOU will expire on June 30, 2016. Future work will be governed by the CIWP MOU. 


STATUS OF FINANCING 


There is no impact to the General Fund. The $85,000 will be deposited in the Stormwater 
Pollution Abatement Fund No. 511. 


Approval as to Form 


The MOA has been reviewed by the City Attorney's Office and has been approved as to form. 






Respec lly submitted, 





ENRIQVE VAR, Director 
Bureau oSanita ion 


Prepared by: 
Alfredo Magallanes 
(213) 485-3958 


